








The, Fst, Aet-of the. Deno 
Legislature. 


_The Ratification of the Fifteenth 
Amendment Rescindea. 


Strict Party Vote in Both 
, Branches. 


Bills Introduced to, Repeal the Ex-. 
‘eis Law. 


THE POLICE OOMMISSION DOOMED, 


Propositions to Amend the Con- 
spiracy.Act. 


Phe Ratification of the Fifteenth Amend- 
ment Rescinded—Discussion in the 
Senate and Assembly on the Resolution. 

From Our.Own Correspondent... 
ALBANY, Wednesday; Jan. &, 1870. 
2, WEED’s resolution to rescind the ratifica- 
tion. of the Fifteenth Amendment was called up 
at the opening of the Senate this morning, im- 
mediately after the reading of the journal. Sen- 
ator Wooprm, of Cayuga, opened the discussion 
in a very able legal arcument on the right of the 
present Legislature to rescind. the action 
of m previous Legislature on this subject. 

He said the question was a novel: one, end 

although two or three States had attempted to 

take such action}; yet there had been but little 

@iscussion of the question compared with sf im- 

portance. Prominent Democratic Senators in Con- 

gress had scarcely ventured to express an opinion 

im favor of the right of a State to do such a tinng, 

and he ‘constrded their silence as an admission 

that the right could not be maintained by argu- 
ment. It seemafi, however, that the majority in 
the present Legislature of this State was deter- 

' mined to exercise the right, and the minority 

could only enter their earnest. protest against it. 

The power of & State to take any part whatever 

m amending the Constitution. of the United 

States was only derived from Congress. .A Btate 

can neither propose an amendment nor dictate 

its terms. Its action In the preniises was not in 
the nature of a legislative enactment. The rat- 
ification of an amendment 16° not submitted to 
the Legislature because it is a law-making body. 

If its action was an enactment there might 

be power to rescind or abolish it, but when 

» Btate opce .assente to the amendment 

tts power over the subject ceases. Suppose the 

smendment had been submitted to a convention 
instead of to the Legislature, as it might have 
been, could the convention, after having ratified 
it and adjourned eine dic, reassemble and take 
reverse action on the subject? If not, then how 
could the Legislature do it? The Constitution 
of the United States gives to a State Lagis- 
tatnre...the same power over the subject 
as it ‘gives’ to a convention, and 5 mote. 

Because a Legislature may rescind adverse ac- 

tien on an amendment, it by no means follows 

that it can rescind affirmative action. Adverse 
action is cimply a nullity; it is no actidn at all, 
snd leaves the question open for future action. 

Again, wher a State, has onee ratified an amend- 

ment, it is not alone interested in that action; 


vut their consent. No. power’ liavitig; there-| 
fore, been .conferred upon the present, Leg-' 
lature to do this thing. the ‘exercise of stich: 
’ @ power would be no more nor less than usar- 
. It was in the same spirit ‘as the action 


protest against an act so much akin to secession. 
Senator MURPHY, of Kings, repeiled the insinu- 
ation that the Democratic Party of. New-York 
had any sympathies with secession. They stood 
sow, as ever, for the Union and the Constitu- 
tion. Had the. ratification of this amendment 
been made in a regular manner by the laat Legis- 
lature, the subject might not have been brought 
here to-day. Butis was not, in his opinion, done 
4a conformity with the terms of the Constitution 
and laws. Heretofore all amendments to tlie 
Constitution of the “United States had been. 
ratsfied by bill. Ip this case’ it was done 
by resolution. Again, the resolution had never 
been transmitted to Congress or to the General 
Goverment in a regular way. At. the request of 
an officer of the General Government.a certified 
copy of the resolution was sent to the Secretary 
of State, but it has never been sent there in the 
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Bat it seemed not, and ‘he could only enter his 
protest against a proceeding that he well knew 
was resolved on by those’ who now held the 


tion, and at the conclusion of his remarks the 
vote was taken, and the ratification rescinded 
by ayes 16, nays 13—a strict party vote. It was 
mamediately sent down to the Assembly, when 
after being discussed by Messrs. Hustep, Ar- 
VORD, Wuits, LirTLEJOHN, Mappox and others 
on the Republican side, and by Messrs. MurPHY 
of Albany, Jacons, Parrick of Chemung, and 
other Democrats, the resolution was also carried 
bya party vote. Ayes 69, hays S&—Mr: Prasz, 
of Lewis County, alone Among the Democrats vot- 
ing in the negative. 

Quite a number of bills were introduced in both 
Houses, including one for the abolition of the 
Police Commission of New-York, another to abol- 
ish the Excise law, two.or threé to abolish the 
Conspiracy law, &c., &o. ‘The great feature of 
eee Cnn a ee 
ing of the ratification of the ear ena erie 
ment—the first step in the programme of the 
great Prerer B. SwWEENY, who is to guide the 
helm of State during the present sesmon. 

Both Houses have passed resolutions to ad- 
journ from to-morrow tll Tuesday morning 
next. 

The Committee on revision of the rules of the 
Assembly reported in favor. of: increasing the 
number of members of the Standing Committees 
—those heretofore having seven members to be 
increased to nine, those having’ five to seven. 
This is done to enable the Democracy to fulfill 
their promises incurred’ ““in the ‘contest for 
Speaker. 8. 


THE STATE LEGISLATURE. . 


SENATE., ..ALBANY, Wednesday, Jan. 5. 
THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 

The Senate, immediately after the reading 
of the Journal, took:up Mr. TwWReEp’s resolutions 
for the repeal of the resolution .adopting the 
Fifteenth Amendment. Debate ensned, and the 
resolutions were adopted ‘by eae ret: 


Sy gy, a aa 

Nays—Messre. Bowen, ge ne Teo Eivost 
Winslow:-woou, oodin—I8. 

The resolutions were ordered to be transmitted 
to the wren. 

By Mr. aint Fo oueaeil 

eg to sige the NewYork the Gonaptrncy law : 

Sides ww. 

By Mr. TwsEep—In relation to land sold for 
non-payment of . 

By Mr. Bioop—Relative to Balston Spa 


‘water debt. 


On motion of Mr, Guwer, the Senate agreed to 
urn to-morrow until Tuesday next. 
djourned. 


ASSEMBLY. 
REPORTS OF COMMISSIONS, 
‘The Governor sent in the annual reports of 
the Metropolitan Board of Health, Metropolitan 


Board of Police, Police, AijetastGeseral’s sepert, end 
several State Boards of Police. . 








regular way to show what thé action of the’  - 


State was. He maintained that until a majority 
of States had given their assent to the ratifica- 
tion, the question was eub judice, and not, as 


Supstninaaunn, of 8 Lavcunnec ae that be, “oo 


was greatly surprised that this question had |- 
been forced upon’ the Senate at such an early }- 
period of the session. He supposed there were 
other questions deemed of more tmportance by 
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his Democraticfnends. They had announced to | 


their followers, with great flounsh of trunipets, 
that they were coming fo to enact laws | 
granting to the people free work days 
and Sundays; free voting. and all other sorts of 
freedom but lo and behold! on ther arrival 
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Caldwell case, before’ Judges” Baperey and 
Moncx, of the Superior Court, were concluded 
today. The pointe raised-on the part of CaLp- 
‘WELL. are: That’ under Judge  Cour- 
sOU’s warrant the” ‘prisoner could ‘not 
be, arrested..m Ontario; that s..Magistrate 
has no power to put in a new commitment ; tech- 
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i. netass checeompmnre |" apinion was said to salted nad the ’ 


tronh eal eevee ‘Mr. BINGHAM’S 24-1 'o* the siete gm Oe 
cut short for want of time to finish it essary to preserve the fistidnal “deme 
General JomN BEDst, of Bath, was nami tories intact, and it was on this point that capt 
tor Governor, and General M. T. DoxaHoE tal was sought to be made Mr. — 
however, which 
Ret recede Memmepenri hs as 
tte’ dead as an incident of the ‘ warmakuik 
power; ana when. the full text is presented; it 
will be fouud that Mr. HOAR aid not announee it 
‘either legal or @ political ‘beresy. 
~ “ce PENRION Laws. 
The pension agents throughout the country 
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RicHMOND, Va., Jan. 5.At a 
ing of the Board of Trade of this city, Mr. Borer the delegation will be present and also Collecter 


adopt- | CASEY. 
THE NEW-YORK POST OFFICE. 
The House Committee on Postal sing ait 
| turned from their trip to New-York and 
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’ Lieutenant-Colonel. Wii1ams, “U." 8. A, 6s ndition of the Gib- | then the forc peen increased fifty ant 
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yesterday, was on duty on Christmas, apparent- 
Ry in perfect health. He was taken sick with 
@estion of the brain on the ‘next day, and 

On Monday, 27th ult. 

The editor of what is how the first ‘pa 
in Oregon, who was the first graduate of 
Oregon University, is making his first visit 
ef the Mississippi, He is now in Springfield, 

and can’t help wondering that 
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BANKING AND FINANCIAL, 
ee 
ti" THE CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 
OF IOWA offers its Firat Mortgage Seven 'pér 
Cent. Gold Bonds at 95, free of tax. Pamphlets 
and full information may be obtained, and sub- 
















of North America, No. 44 Wall-st., and at Howes 
& Macy’s, No. 30 Wall-st. 
W. B. SHATTUCK, Treasurer. 

Gi GBORGE OPDYEE & CO., BANKERS, No. 3 
N 
securities : 
the New-York and Oswego Midland Railroad; First 
Mortgage & per cent. Gold Bonds of the Montgomery 
and Eufaula Railroad, indorsed by the State of ale. 
porary biel aie oocyst beater ans. 

and Montgomery Railroad; 7 per cent. Land Grant 

Bonds of the Union Bailroad, and some prime 
30 per cent. Currency, as. 

The attention of invéstors is invited to these well- 
secured Bonds. Full information in regard to them 
‘will be furnished upon application to the agente offer- 
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agents. Remitin draftson New-York or Post Office 
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Address, 
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as Prefect of the Seine, but 1t was 

opposed in the Council. 

«2 » “THB STATE LEGISLATURE. 

fhe Senate, on the reading of the Journal, 
took up the resolution relating to the adoption 
of the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, and after debate passed it 
by a vote of yeas 16, nays 13. Notice was given of 
@ bill'to amend the New-York and Long Island 
Brilige act, gnd one to amend the “ Conspiracy 
act.” The Senate agreed to adjourn to-day to 
Tuesday next, and then adjourned. 

In the Assembly Mr, Jacoss, from the 


bers each, and others from five to seven, and the 
Sub-Committee of the Whole to sixteen; also, 
regtticting the clerical force of leading commt- 
tees to one clerk, which would reduce the num- 
ber hitherte employed from “thirty-four to 
twelve; also, restricting the pages employed to 


twenty, all of which were agreed to. Among 


the measures introduced were bills to repeal the 
“ Conspiracy act,” the Excise law, to amend the 
Metropolitan Police law, and compel gas compa- 
nies to report annually to the Comptroller. In 
the afternoon the concurrent resolution of the 
Senate to repeal the resolution of last session, by 
whioh the Fifteenth Amendment was adopted, 
‘was received.- After debate the resolution was 
adopted by a vote of 69 to 56. The House. con- 
ocurred in the Senate resolution to adjourn from 
to-day to next, Tuesday, and then adjourned. 


Hon. Wii1aM L. Goaer, an ex-Member 
of Congress from Virginia, and Wiig candidate 
foe Governor 96 Viraiata te 1900; ed on Tacaday 


x8 rer 


oh Ae anges - wigs we é 


how ere, will os pom ‘very long to 
the present mode of viva voce voting. The 
ballot is an essential feature of democratic 
government; open voting is the system of 
freeholders. They are far less likely tosub- 
mit to it in a country where class divisions 
are still so deep, and the influence of ‘land- 


4 lords or employers still so great. All attempts 


there will be a solemn. celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist at 8 o’clock. 


Rev. J. Hyatr Smrrh delivered a temper- 
ance lectcre last evening to @ numerous andi- 
ence at the Howard Mission House, in New 
Bowery. 


The Werking of the Saliet—An Inquiry 
Answered. 


Mr. Davin Watson, a Scotch gentleman, 
lias sent oat a ¢ircular to this country, 
accompanied by a commendatory letter from 
Mr. Joun Srvarr Mut, making a number 
of inquiries about the working of the ballot 
in the United States, Mr. Watson and his 
friends, including Mr.“Mix1,, are opposed to 
its introduction into England, but are never- 
theless desirous of more light on the subject, 
and desire to derive a part of it at least from 
our experience. They are apparently under 
the impression that there is a difference of 
opinion on the subject among us, and that 
there are persons here who think something 
would be gained. by open voting. If so, 
they may rest satisfied they are. mistaken: 
There is nobody here who thinks of any 
other mode than the ballot of taking the 
popular verdict about men or measures any 
more than English. clubs think of open vot- 
ing on the application of candidates for ad- 
mission. The ballet. is accepted by all par- 
ties and sects, “advanced” or retrograde, 
‘wise or foolish, as one of the ultimate facts 
of our system, and this for various reasons, 
the principal of which are, that it is the 
quickest and most convenient mode of col- 
lectang the suffrages of large constituencies ; 
that it ia certainly the system under which 
voters are most effectually protected against 
intimidation, and bribers rendered least cer- 
tain of getting the value of their money. 
Moreover, it 18 @ well-settled principle in 
American politics—whether'a wise. one or 
not, ‘is another question—that the way a 
man votes is nobody’s busmeés but his own ; 
that the community has a right to satisfy 
itself as to the validity of his claim to the 
franchise, but that here its jurisdiction ends, 
It. has no right to institute any inquiry into 
his motives, or ¢éxercise any . surveillance 
over him by way of strengthening his moral 
feeling. 

At the same time ‘it would give a very 
false impression of the state of things among 
us, to say that the ballot is a perfect means 
of securing secresy. We doubt if one per- 
gon in » thousand values it mainly as a 
means of coneesling the way he votes. The 
political opinions of nearly everybody who 
has any, are well known to all his neighbors, 
Indeed, it ‘would. take an entire change in 
Ameriéan life ‘and ‘mannérs for a man who 
voted to keep so ‘close about us political 
leanings as to leave his friends in ignorance 
which side he. stood “by on election day. 
What, with talking politics at home, at the 


pate vires pach ats 


who care anything about them, as the color } 
| of their hair or beard. No. official has any 


con- | right to inspect his vote, but then there is 


‘nothing to prevent the voter from proclaim 
ing it as he goes to the polls.” ae 
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, | would warn our English friends, and that is 








to persuade them into doingso on the ground 
of its affording a guarantee of purity and 
public spirit, are,.aé it seems to ‘ua, likely to 
prove fatile, in the presence of the exposures 
-how every day made of the’ shocking ‘cor 
yuption of English constituencies. Nothing 
like it is known here, We have our corrup- 
tion, too, but itis amongst legislators who 
vote openly, and. not athongst the masece 
veer eee 
EEE 
Speaker Hitchman’s “War”—The Pre- 
gramane ot the Tasmany Bins. 

Regarded simply in itself, the late bellig- 
erent demonstration of the Hon. Wa. Hrrcn- 
MAN of New-York, Speaker of the Assembly, 
is not, perhaps, entitled to grave considera 
tion. That. sublimely’ spotless - body, . the 
Tammany Ring, gave utterance to its pure 
ress,” much to the same effect already two 
months ago. Mr. Peter B. Sweeny was 
the mouthpiece of this saintly Augur on that 


Ceiudiciems weaneen ee the coun- 
try, are fast disappearing. The nearer Aus- 
tria brings herself to freedom the more pros- 
petons she. becomes. The lesson of the war 
with Prussia proved to be the last that was 
needed to bring Austria to a true apprecia- 


tiott of her ‘weakness and her strength. | 


Prosttited to the dust by that contest, she 
rdse to profit by her calamities. She resolved 
to recruit her strength by bringing into 
harmony the various peoples who are brought 
together under her rule. From being the 
model despotism of the world, she is passing 
to the front rank of constitutional nations. 
No doubt much remains to be accomplished ; 
but it is wonderful how far she has already 
traveled on the road, considering the ac- 


' cumulated prejudices against which she had 


to make her way. 


The Emperor reminded the Reichsrath 
thatin the constitutional reforms which are 
now ‘in contemplation, and to which he is 
not opposed, it is necessary to remember that 
the welfare of the whole Empire must be 
studied before the conflicting interests of 
different localities—or rather, that the latter 
éould not flourish unless the Empire general- 
ly-wasin a healthy condition. In this view 
all impartial outside observers coincide with 
the. Emperor. A strong. Austria,as one of 
those o has remarked, is the best 
guarantee now for the good government of 
the various countries embraced within it. 
The Government has undoubtedly evinced a 
strong disposition to adopt a liberal policy 
im reference to each. nationality, and al- 
though the fires of discontent still smoulder 
here and there, it is quite clear that the peo- 
pleas a whole are far better off than they 
have been for many ‘years past. The Sla- 
vonie element in Dalmatia is, for instance, 
one of the most stubborn with which the 
Government has to deal, but recent letters 

us that even this is gradually yield- 


.| ing to gentle influences, 


Tween, brings in e bill te rescind and annul 
the last Legislature’s ratification of the Fif- 
teenth Amendment. And, simultaneously, 


Goverdor Horrman, in his Message, “ pro- ' 


‘tests against the revolutionary course at 
Congress” in divers and sundry particulars 
which are set forth with sbundant vehe- 
mente. ‘ Thus, from three sources, its Gover- 
. nor, its Senate and ite Assembly, our State 


she 

that position at one time during the war. 
Speaker Hircuman caps the climax of ab- 
surdity by closing his address with the terri- 
ble menace, “Let New-York; when the roll of 
States is called, announce that she does not 
consent to the amendment, and let Congress 
gount her as consenting ¢/ i dare.”. © 

In this terrible emergency it is some con- 
solation to know that these triple menaces, 
though diverse in expression, are one in ori- 
gin. As “ Orator Puff” had three tones to his 
yoice, so Tammany has, in this matter, three 
pipes to its organ, which last is nevertheless 
supplied by one bellows, and plays the ssme 
fune, Mr, Hyrcmsan is charged with exe- 
| cuting the spirited trumpet-tone of “‘war;” 
Mr. TWEED is instructed with the practical 
stop of the annulling resolution ; Governor 
Horvman sounds the deep-note of dignified 
| REpEMG REP eR Batts all one 
question: comes ‘up, why that immaculate | 
body ‘dius opens the legislative ball by a 


this anti-Congressional ¢rusade is not harm- 
fnl, except in a very general way: Mr. Hrrcx- 
tirade against 


beet calaaratiches kcrwmstactd ! 
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_ Now, regarded as’ a pétitioal amusement, 


| Phe Emperor made no allusion to the aub- 
ject of finance in his address, but it may 
fairly be said that. the country is much j' 
further removed fiom that oft-predicted 
“bankruptey ” than it was “a” year, ago. 


ple of the blessings which liberty car- 
fies with it. 
i —_———— 
The Strike of the Telegraphers. 
When the Western Union Telegraph oper- 
gtors attempt by a strike to obstruct even 
temporarily the budiness of the whole coun- 
try, they should, at least, take care, to be 
provided with a real: grievance. Otherwise 
the public, which generally forms a pretty 
not extend to them its sympathy, nor deem 
their action justified. The case as between 
the telegraphers and the Company stands at 
t thus: The Protective League of the 
‘say that the Company reduced the 
salaries of certain operators at San Fran- 
¢isco, and that those who reftised to submit 


to, the eduction were discharged. And’ 


i Hioranped qraonirnn ademas 
a at their old salaries, and that no 
take place in ‘any cases, “This: 

statement is clear and simple enough, but 

unfortunately, for the credit of the strikers, 
rests on no basis of trath, General 

ALMER, the Secretary of the Company, dis- 


tanetly disavows any knowledge of an in- 


tention to lower salaries, on! his own part or 
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Ring bas had for years the absolute pb Bae 
of the political machinery which governs 
Brooklyn. Its patronage is immense, and 
the number of men who are dependent on 
its favor for a living and for the opportunity 
to make fortunes, may be counted by thou- 
sands. When we consider that in population 
Brooklyn is the third city in the Union, that 
fhe ine has complete control over every 
one of its numberless jobs; that it levies, col- 
lects and expends its millions of taxes; that 


‘ft opens, paves, tepairs:and cleans its hun- 


 eigerpatipena ds.) Soatersntn ad aparsee cok: 
pretends ‘to 9600,000 | annu- 
elly among the poor ot the: clty, @) coms 
| siderable 


tic voters and politicians who would feel in- 
sulted if called paupers;—it is easily under- 
stood. how it is that the shrewd men who 
constivnte the leaders of this Ring are able 
to command so numerous’s following, large- 
ly composed of the very worst elements to 
be found in a great city.. The City Govern- 
ment of Brooklyn, like that of New-York, is 
conducted strictly on a financial basis. The 
difterent Rings which seek to control it are 
simply commercial adventures. And the only 
question of local government is which Ring 
shall have the different jobs, and how much 
money ovér and above the actual cost of the 
work shall be extorted from the people. 

The real governors of Brooklyn are 1ts 
contractors. For years a majority of the 
delegations in the Assembly have been 
owned by them, and the Senators have found 
it always difficult, and frequently impossi- 
ble, to resist. their influence... Whatever job 
needed leguslative sanction or authority re- 
ceived it. . Any bill in the contractors’ inter- 
est was put through, regardless of expense. 
Rumor fixes the amount paid by them for a 
single bill last Winter at $80,000. 


Of course one result of the contractors’ 
government’ has been an inérease of tax~' 
ation. Year by year the people of Brooklyn 


had assunied,. eat the conviction became 
general tliat the only remedy was to expel 
the Ring from “power. *. The members of 
the Ring eaiw the daiiger’ and’ aétertiinea 
to avert it, They resolved to take absolute 
eontrol of the ballot boxes, and to exclude 
their opponents from all participation in the 
recéption and counting” of the votes. 
None but their trusted tools were sppoint- 
ed inspectors or canvassers of election. But 
one blundered. They counted m most of the 
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The competition of the great railway Ines is an- 
other manifest cause of the decay in the lake 
trade. Under these circumstances, the projected 
efforts to build up once more the prosperity of 
the canal traffic are invested with an unusual 
Gegree of importance. There is great ‘necessity 
for immediate action on the part of the people 
of Buffalo, or they may find that it 1s $00 late to 
ponerer tals a4 naemnrs ARR 


| A warning against amateur theatrical spec- 
ulations is contained in an account of a melan- 
choly death given in a Louisville contemporary. 
A young man named J. 8. FLEMING, a resident of 
Louisville, took it into his head that if he conld 
organize a dramatic company it would prove a 
short cnt to fortune. He soon gathered ‘tlie 


| company together—but the fortune was no; 


80 easily secured. He started on a tour 
Inum in the face, At last the troupe deserted 
him, ana small blame to them considering tha, 
they had never been paid. ‘Thus ruined and dis- 
aprointed, Mr. J. 8. Freuine went on a ferry- 
boat, wrote a note explaiming his circumstances’ 
and jumped into the Ohio River—another victim 
to the old delusion that steady, hard work, does 
not pay, and that rushing into hair-brained spec- 
peERES = 

The. Superintendent of Street Cleaning 
naively informs Mr. Joux L. BrowX, the con- 
tractor, that “in consequence of misunderstand- 
ing, the great mass of the people are impressed 
with the belief that the contractor is little bet- 
ter than a swindler.” May be so. What the 
people do not understand is this—that the pres- 
ent contractor, who is experienced in the busi- 
ness of street cleaning, bought Judge Warrime’s 
contract in May last, and did not make the pur- 
chase with his eyes shut. He was stated to have 
given $200,000 for the transfer. At all events, then, 
there was, in the opinion of Mr. WuiTtNe, and, 
of course, Mr. BROWN also, at least that amount 
of profit attached to the work. The contract 
specified certain work to be dong and the price 
to be paid for it. The new contractor accepted 
the price and undertook to falfill the conditions- 
imposed. The impression, or, .as the Superin- 
tendent puts it, the “belief,” is that the cond:- 
tions have not been Now theCity is: 


asked. to give double the money—e million in-| 


étead of half that sum, and then it shall be kept 
elean. Probably thé money will be given, and. 
probably it will be used as JOS be Sih 
other way. 


oe 
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have found still stronger confirmation in Judge 
DowLtNe’s remark, a day or two since, on send- 
ing a female pickpocket for trial. He is report- 
ed to have said: “ I am certaim that the Police 
of the Fifteenth Precinct cover these women in 
their pocket-picking, and Ediso know that they. 


.| Receive a commigsion on every trick they get 
“| through. This accounts for the audacity of: the . 


thieves and thé increasing number of the vic- 
tims, The Police are leagued with the thieves.’ 
The charge is too sweeping to be exactly just. 
But it. is too specific and too 5 to be 
passed unnoticed by the proper authorities. 

; - 

We have often advised people to keep fast 
hold of their presence of mind, when a panic | 
coouts in a érowded buflding. A preacher in the 


and # Pwat Church,” Springfield, Mass., gave a good 


fitustration of what we mean lest Sunday night. 


, The congregation had assembled for ® mussion~ 


ara states took, place yer 


ary ‘meeting, in the midst of a violent storm, 


The'wind increased every moment, and at last a 
tremendous crash was heard. Some thought 
that the roof ‘was falling, others that the floor 
was givinié way. Thi the midst’ of ‘all this a rev- 

‘offering prayer. When the 
eyes, looked 





i ; whether the mine p proves a success or afailure. 
to attribate this falling off by the partial diver- 


6} sion of ‘the lake trade to Cleveland and Krie. 


If ore is. found, frequent assessments are made , 
‘until the inneseut shareholder becomes disgust- 
ed, and sells ont at any price. If the vein is 
barren, the original promoters sell out before the 
truth is discovered. Here is another neat little 
operation: a few individuals managed to secure 
# charter for the formation of a gas company in 
Denver. Auiong other clauses there is one 
which gives the said. company the exclusive 
privilege of supplying ras to the town for fitty 
years to comie, at a rate not to exceed five dol- 
lars per thousand feet. Variousother inventions | 
for victimtzing the public are. being tried. Who . 
shall say that Colorado is not making progress? 
—=—— 

Our readers will remember the reference 
we recently made to the proposition of @ cor- 
respondent of the Cri¢ago Bureau, to establish 
a system of meteorological observatories, with w 
view “to the notification of the approach and 
force of storms. The same correspondent (Pro- 
fessor LAPHAM) now urges the importance of 
this project in a convincing communication. Ta 
connection with his letter is published a map 
which shows clearly the origin and progress of. 
the great storm of March 14-11, 1859, and demon- 
strates to any observer that 1t might have been: 
known on thé lakes a whole day before it’ 
reached them. The question is, whether asa mat- 
ter of commercial coopomy and security,—to say. 
nothing of scientific inquiry on the one hand, 
and humanity in the saving of hfe on the other 
—we ought not to establish the kind of observato- 
ries called for by the Bureax. During the single 
storm of the 16th and 19th November seventy 
lives were lost on the lakes, besides thirty-seven 
Vessels of various tonnage, making a total of 10,- : 
942 tons of shipping, valued at nearly halt a mil-. 
lion doflars. Sixty-two other vessels of various | 
classes were lost in the same storm. ‘Adding the 
valnes@ft cargoes lost or camaged, we have a to- 
tal loss of at least two millions of dollars. I¢ is. 
at least clear, asthe Bureau says, that five per. 
cent. of this. might have been saved by timely 
notice. And what is true of this single storm’ 
must be multiplied by ali the storms of a year. 

pe aee NUSEEey 

It wiil be too bad if we should have to 
fight for our holding in Samana, after having 
paid for it. Yet we are threatened with some- 
thing of this nature by the "‘ Appeal,” which we 
printed yesterday. The writer of it affects to 
think our people will supplant and exterminate 
the San Domingo laborers; whereas they will 
only increase the area and resources of labor on 
the island ten fold, greatly to the benefit of the 
Spanish population, as Well as all others con- 
cerned. Instead of being thurst aside and walked 
over, the islanders will havé, more opportunities 
of profitable work: than ‘they ever had in their - 
lives before. It ig not auch a terrible prospect 
for them’ after ail, and Uncle Sam is neither 
fackigtin KR ogy Septoria, 


| We believe there isa certam angel rule, 
whereby, under given  eonditions, objects can be 
peat viewed by directing the instrument not 
point-blank upon the centre but a little to one 
side. Some such view as this appears té be the | 
one suggested by the Detroit Post to members of 
Congress regarding their action on the franking 
ptivilege. That paper, like most of us, is auxious 
that Congressmen should see themselves as others 
geo thom, in this franking business. But, after 
holding up the murror, the Post rather bluntly 
aske Congress not to look at itself, bué at another 
body close by, the New-York Common Council! — 
Tt coolly says : 
, “They read'‘of the members of the How. York Com- 
mon Council voting themselves thousands and tens of 
, and wonder how long the people 
of that City will endure the seandal and the theft. 
Yetin kted, apd reference to the degree of a 


This is an unkind cut at somebedy—in fact, at 
everybody. ‘We teel sure. that the comparison 
will enrage the Congressmen , and still more en 
the Councilmen—and with great reason tn 
"casa However, ‘we will; with the Post 
his, phase ot (is subject to ail high: 
minded and honest Senators, and Representa 
tives. © « 
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_ @Mactivencss, they have sent the-ex-Governor of 
Havana, GUITERRE: DE LA VEGA, ds a Commis: 
sioner...This gentleman has already begun 
sounding and finds that he has to contend with 
the Casino Eepafiol, which will not listcn to 
‘Vaca, winist such men as the above mentioned 
control its acts, and may at any time pronounce 
an favor of Don Carios—that is, whenever a 
revolution breaks out in Spain. The Captain- 
General and nearly all the employes belong to 
the so-called progressistas. or Union Liberals, in- 
‘volved in the September revolution and 
acting in concert with SrmrRano and Prim. 
It is asserted that, within the next two 
months, Ropas will be elevated to a Duke- 
dom and be hereditary Grandee of Spain of 
the first class. All the military leaders, who be- 
Jong to'this party and were sent from Spain to 
this island, whenee all had to return in disgrace, 
have received favors and a higher rank in the 
service—such. as BuceTa, PELAEZ, LEsca and 
others. .VALMASEDA, who is a strong partisan of 
the ex-Queen, and who has done more work than 
the reat of the Generals, remains as he was, and, 
if. his etubbornness had not compelled him to re- 
main at Bayamo and defend himself at all haz- 
ards, there is very little doubt but what the ac- 
tual Government would have been rather pleased 
-to see him defeated than otherwise. 


But there is still another and more important 
question to be discussed behind the scenes—the 
early cession of the isiand to the United States. 
There is hardly any doubt that the actual Gov- 
ernment in Spain is in treaty with the insurgents 
and the American Government. To mention 
this, fact openly would be the signal of their 


with 


the Cuban question; mere feats of arms‘will not 
do it, anil although the War bulletins give almost 
daily accounts of skirmishes and engagenients, 
the end of the rebellion 1s as far removed as it 
was_@ year ago. Over 34,000 men have arrived 
from Spain sit.ce the beginning of the revolution. 
Many Spaniards and Cubans have died since 
then, but I cannot sée. any material change in 
the situation. Only three months are left the 
troops béfore the climate puts an end to mil- 
itary operations, and there is no evidence that 
the troops can master the revolution in that 
time. The soldiers are perhaps the best in 
the world, and their disciplme and bravery can- 
not be surpassed; but they have to fight too many 
enemies, the most terrible of all being the Medi- 
cal and Quartermaster’s Departments and that 
inveterate pursuer of Europeans, Yellow Jack. 
Slight advantages have been gained lately, 
(given under tne caption of war news,) but the 
seat of Government or rather the headquarters 
of the insurgents remains at Guaimaro, the 
troops have not yet taken Cascoro, Si 
Guaumarillo or Palo Quémado, although all these 
places are within short distances of the Spanish 
Puerto Principe, Clega de Arila, 
Nuevitas and Las Tunas. Naturally, the Span- 
tarde must bave work enough within the im- 
mediate vicrmty of their strongielde, without 
the necessary elements to extend their field of 
operations. Time will tell, however, and that 
shortly ; if the Spaniards don’t quell the insuy- 
rection before the ist of April, they never will. 
REPUBLICANISM. 

Speaking about the different parties I om itted 
the Republican Party, which existe, but dares not 
acknowledge its existence openly, because the 
populace considers the. Republican Party of 
Spain. aod the insurgents 1m Cuba one and the 
same thing; although they have but one idea in 
common, that of impreving the people and doing 
eway with old abuses and prejudices. 

THE CASINO ESPANOL. 

But the strongest party here, and one composed 
of men belonging to the different parties of Spain, 
és the association known as the Casino Espanol. 
it tm reality governs the island; and, if any re- 
forms are granted by the Captain-General, the 
Execative Committee of this Casino has nearly 
always been consulted previous to the adoption 
of the measure. It has been known for.some 
time that the Casino sent a lengthy statement to 
Pru on the 15th of November last, but until 

_this week the document was not published, the 
members.of the Casino having sworn not to 
divulge its contents. This document is of para- 
mount interest and importance, as it shows con- 


are extracts from the letter to Prim: 


*-* “The creation of the Casino 
i the ~ yo 











B Spanish party, and that the 
larger majority of native Cubans is with the 


Spaniards, “This is false; not over five per cent. 
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ficiency to be provided for of $146,590 58. The 
cost to the State of the Prison for the past year 
is thus shown to be $37,531 11 less than for the 
preceding year. , 

The average cost of supporting each convict 
for rations only for the yeat was as follows : 
For males, 17 8-10 cents per day, or $5 43) for the 
month ; females, 272-10 cents per day, or $7 78 
per month. Including all items per day: Male, 
73 3-10 cents per day, or $22 32 per month ; female, 
54 cents per day, or $16 53 pet month. 

THE DEBIT ACCOUNT. xi 
\\ The items from which the fpregoing statement 
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Among other features of interest are presented the 
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Kinbarkation of Mr. PEABODY’s Hemains; Reported 
Collapse of the Cuban Rebellion—A Reign of Terror 
in the Island; An Addition to the Literature of the 
Byron Story—the Mystery Cleared Up; Fall of Port- 
au-Prince; The New French Ministry ; Severe Gales 
and Marine Disasters in Great Britain ; The Red 
River Rebellion ; Resignation of the Spanish Cabinet ; 
The New French Oabinet; A Fenian Defeat in Ire- 
land; Erie Shares in the London Stock Board. 
Statistical Report of our Trade with Foreign Coun- 
tries in 1868-0; Mrs. Stowe’s Vindication of Lady By- 
Ton; Resumption and Reduced Taxation: The Chi- 
nese m Texas; A Prospective and Retrospective 
Giance a0 dur Mercantile Interests; The War on 
Commissioner Wells. 
Pelitical 


Affairs. 
Organization of the Legislature; Tne Governor's 


Message ; Proposed Repeal of the Fifteenth Amend. 
ment. 


Lecal News. ‘ 

Murder and Suici@e by a German Sghool Teacher ; 
The Merchant's Exchange Bank Defalcation ; Busi- 
‘ness of the New-York. Post Office ; Mysterious Disap- 
pearance of 2 Long Island Olergyman ; An Iricident 
at the Grand Opera House, a 


; tri anes teem the ‘Past Year; Labor in tne | $22 Sontes. & 


Grain and Lumber Statistics ; Re- 





New-Jersey Boundaries; Our Comaionrs ot Bin 


gration ; Gratitude in Great Public Services; Ou 

Jand Commerce—Diversion of Trade and its Remedy ; 
Suppose the State Divided—What Then? The Taxes 
‘and the Debt; The Union League Club and Mr. Stan 
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‘} im any part of the country, for Two DOLLARS a year. 


Five copies, 8; ten copies, 615; twenty copies, $25. 
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order to keep the City perfectly clean, all the 
streets below Canal should be swept every day, 
except Sunday ; from Canal to Foutteenth-street, 
with all the important avenues to Fifty-ninth- 
street, three times a week, and from Fourteenth- 
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age Dolily injury by accident, occurring to men while 
business: but no insurance is granted against disease 
Has been engaged in the business of Accident Insur- 
cies, which were purchased by Artiste, Authors 
! Architects, Armorers, Accountants, Attorneys, A poth- 
| ccariés, Bankers, Bakers, Barbers, Bookkeepers, 
men, Clerks, Capitaliste, Carpenters, Cabinet Makers, 
Commercial Agents, Conductors, Concert Singers, 
Dentists, Draughtemen, Doctors, Editors, Engineers, 
Farmers, Firemen, Grocers, Gardeners, Hotel Keep 
ers, Insurance Agents and Officers, Jewelers, Labor- 
ers, Mechanics, Machinists, Ministers, Operatives, Po- 
Hoemen, Printers, Quarrymen, Railroad Officers and 
Employes, Schoolmasters, Sargeons, Tailors, Uphol 
sterers, Workingmen, &c., &c. Every man should. 
have one. 


The TRAVELERS 
Insures against accalents by machinery, accidents lg 
rallways and steamboats, accidents by edged tools, a> 
cigents by fire, accidents by water, accidents by 
riding or drivitig, accidents by hurricanes,accidents by 
horses, accidente by omnibuses or’ strect cars, act. 
peatsicn- tthe debit accidents on the farm, accidents 
on the journey, accidents in shops and factories, accl- 
Cente in stores sind offions, nocidente:to men traveling, 
accidents to men who “ don't travel.” But the Compa 
sn eed: ciel alibels eabasiih self-murder ; nor against 
rheumatism, “ crick” in the back or boils ; nor againat 









































the taking of poison ; nor against_willfal and wanton 


raid 


Pekin Railroad Company The TRAVELERS 


Paye ali paléd ond just claime promptly. Tn five years 
and s half of suocessfal business, the TRAVELERS hae 
or wholly disabling injury by accident, thus diebarang 
among its policy holders more than ONE MILLION | 
DOLLARS. ‘Bheee claims vary in amount from @ to 
$10,000 cach/amd average ONE IX EVERY FOURTEEN of 
ail the persons insured by the Cotmpany. ‘These bane! 
fits have been shared by all classes of men in all parts 
of the United’ States sind Canad, Tncinded ‘tn tite ’ 
number were 177 cases of fatal accident, on which the 
large sum of $470,800 was pald, for only $8,428 re- 
ceived in premiums. 


The TRAVELERS 
Paid (up to July 1) $188,959 in the State of New- 
Yorx, @112,727 in Massachusetts, $60,376 in 
Ohio—and so on, through all parts of the country, and 
to men in all kinds of business or ocoupation. It is a 
common mistake of the publie to suppose that this 
Company insures against accidents of travel chiefly, 
while the fact is it insures against accidente generally 


exposure to unnecessary hazard. 
anville. Urbans plooming m.¢ 





SS ee ek portion of traveling seciaents is only about one to 
Burlir on and eighteen of other forms of accident. Remember the 
: irhane. Blooming. | TBAVRLERS is a General Accident Insurance Com- 

| 
pany. 


The TRAVELERS 


Also grants all forms of fall Lirz and ENDOWMEN® 
cles uniting ample seourtty and moderate cost under & 
deftnite contract. All policies non-forfeitable. Com- 
bined Life and Accident policies wyjtten, when de- 
sired, uniting all the benefits of a full life policy and a 
general accident insurance under one poliey and pre- 
minum. Noother company writes this form of policy. 
Tts five, tem, fifteen and twenty year policies, when 
premiums are fully paid, can be converted into Ba- 
dowments, at the option of the insurant. This is a 
special 
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sorance, at rates within the reach of all Tt chosen 
: yremtnm ersten 10. the Low Rete Cosh Flan, eager 
y expres "Which there is: 70 Uncertainty about the amount of 
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